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>TRANSFORMING THE PAST - JOSEPH TRAFFICKED BUT TRANSFORMED
THIS BIBLE STUDY IS FORMULATED USING THE CONTEXTUAL BIBLE STUDY METHODOLOGY. 
CBS IS A BRAINCHILD OF LIBERATION THEOLOGY. IT IS AN INTERACTIVE READING OF BIBLICAL 
TEXTS. THE FACILITATOR USES THE PROCESS OF SEE, JUDGE AND ACT IN SETTING AND PRE-
PARING THE CBS. DURING THE CBS SESSION, THE FACILITATOR ALSO CREATES A SAFE AND 
SACRED SPACE SO THAT THE SOCIAL/CULTURAL CONTEXT OF THE READING COMMUNITY IN-
TERACTS CREATIVELY WITH THE SOCIAL/CULTURAL CONTEXT OF THE WRITER. THE AIM IS TO 
RAISE AWARENESS OF THE READING COMMUNITY’S CONCERNS IN ORDER TO WORK TOWARD 
TRANSFORMATIVE JUSTICE AND CHANGE.

THIS STUDY HAS BEEN WRITTEN BY FULATA LUSUNGU MOYO. DR FULATA L. MOYO IS A WORLD 
COUNCIL OF CHURCHES’ PROGRAMME EXECUTIVE FOR THE PROJECT ON A JUST COMMUNI-
TY OF WOMEN AND MEN (PREVIOUSLY WOMEN IN CHURCH AND SOCIETY). SHE RECEIVED 
HER DOCTORATE FROM THE SCHOOL OF RELIGION AND THEOLOGY, UNIVERSITY OF KWAZU-
LU-NATAL, SOUTH AFRICA, IN RELIGION AND THEOLOGY FOCUSING IN GENDER AND SEXUAL 
ETHICS. SHE WAS TRAINED AS A CONTEXTUAL BIBLE STUDY FACILITATOR AT THE UJAMAA 
CENTER, KENYA. SHE IS A RESEARCH FELLOW AT HARVARD DIVINITY SCHOOL TO DEVELOP 
AN ETHIC OF CARE THAT RESPONDS TO TRAFFICKED AND SEXUALLY VIOLATED WOMEN AND 
GIRLS, SEPTEMBER –DECEMBER, 2015.

JAMES KOFI ANNAN’S STORY
James is an activist for change - he is a survivor of slavery and his personal experiences have 
contributed to informing his passions and dedications to working for child rights and justice. 
“As the youngest child of an illiterate family, being enslaved was not uncommon in Ghana 
when I was growing up. I worked as a child fisherman in more than 20 villages between the 
ages of six and 13, when I finally escaped and returned home. During the time I was cap-
tive; I was tortured and abused in various forms. On a daily basis, my working day started at 
3am, and ended at 8pm, and was full of phsycially demanding work. I was usually fed once a 
day and would regularly contract painful diseases which were never treated as I was denied 
access to medical care. I was first trafficked with five other children, and out of the six of us; 
three lived, and three did not. I saw many children die from either abuse or the rigorous work 
they were forced to do.

When I finally escaped, the most important thing to me was getting an education. In some 
ways, coming home was so easy - all I had ever wanted was to go to school, and being able 
to do that felt like that biggest achievement I could ever experience - just being in my uni-
form and having a book to write in was all that mattered. But there were also challenges to 
face when I returned: I was 13, and didn’t know how to write, so was hugely disadvantaged 
compared to my peers. Trying to put aside all the pain I had felt during those seven years, 
and catch up with school work while not having basics like food or clothes made things ex-
tremely difficult. 

After I completed my university education and a year in Ghana’s national service, I was 
conflicted about being self-employed or working for someone else, as I still had trust issues 
because of the way I’d been treated when enslaved. I got a job at Barclays Bank of Ghana – 
while also running a small printing press business – and told myself that I would leave in five 
years to pursue my real goal of working to protect children’s rights.

I used my savings from my former salary and the income from my business to finance my 
dreams and establish Challenging Heights (see www.challengingheights.org for more informa-
tion), which I did unofficially in 2003, and then registered in 2005. When I started it, the char-
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ity was just intended to mobilise children in the community and put them together to defend 
themselves against trafficking, to create awareness and to promote education among them. 
We started with five children, and within a year, it had grown to 100 children. When we were 
working with 200 children, I decided to register the charity, and until then had been funding 
it alone. When we grew to over 1,000 children, my personal resources were no longer enough 
to sustain it, so donors began financing our work.”

GENESIS 37:17-36, 39:1-6
So Joseph went after his brothers, and found them at Dothan. They saw him from a distance, 
and before he came near to them, they conspired to kill him. They said to one another, “Here 
comes this dreamer. Come now, let us kill him and throw him into one of the pits; then we 
shall say that a wild animal has devoured him, and we shall see what will become of his 
dreams. “But when Reuben heard it, he delivered him out of their hands, saying, “Let us not 
take his life.” Reuben said to them, “Shed no blood; throw him into this pit here in the wilder-
ness, but lay no hand on him” - that he might rescue him out of their hand and restore him to 
his father. So when Joseph came to his borthers, they stripped him of his robe, the long robe 
with sleeves that he wore; and they took him and threw him into a pit. The pit was empty; 
there was no water in it. Then they sat down to eat; and looking up they saw a caravan of 
Ishmaelites coming from Gilead, with their camels carrying gum, balm, and resin, on their 
way to carry it down to Egypt. Then Judah said to his brothers, “What profit is it if we kill our 
brother and conceal his blood? Come, let us sell him to the Ishmaelites, and not lay our hands 
on him, for he is our brother, our own flesh.” And his brothers agreed. When some Midianite 
traders passed by, they drew Joseph up, lifting him out of the pit, and sold him to the Ishamel-
ites for twenty pieces of silver. And they took Joseph to Egypt. When Reuben returned to the 
pit and saw that Joseph was not in the pit, he tore his clothes. He turned to his brothers, and 
said, “The boy is gone; and I, where can I turn?” Then they took Joseph’s robe, slaughtered 
a goat, and dipped the robe in the blood. They had the long robe with sleeves taken to their 
father, and they said, “This we have found; see now whether it is your son’s robe or not.” He 
recognized it, and said, “It is my son’s robe! A wild animal has devoured him; Joseph is with-
out doubt torn to pieces.” Then Jacob tore his garments, and put sackcloth on his loins, and 
mourning for his son many days. All his sons and all his daughters sought to comfort him; 
but he refused to be comforted, and said “No, I shall go down to Sheol to my son, mourning.” 
Thus his father bewailed him. Meanwhile the Midianites had sold him in Egypt to Potiphar, one 
of Pharaoh’s officials, the captain of the guard.

Now Joseph was taken down to Egypt, and Potiphar, an officer of Pharaoh, the captain of the 
guard, and Egyptian, bought him from the Ishmaelites who had brought him down there. The 
Lord was with Joseph, and he became a successful man; he was in the house of his Egyptian 
master. His master saw that the Lord was with him, and that the Lord cuased all that he did 
to prosper in his hands. So Joseph found favor in his sight and attended him; he made him 
overseers of his house and put him in charge of all that he had. From the time that he made 
him overseer in his house and over all that he had, the Lord blessed the Egyptian’s house for 
Joseph’s sake; the blessing of the Lord was on all that he had, in house and field. So he left all 
that he had in Joseph’s charge; and, with him there, he had no concern for anything but the 
food that he ate. 

QUESTIONS FOR DISCUSSION
• What is this biblical story about?
• Who are the main characters and what do we know about each one of them?
• How does the biblical story of Joseph relate to that of James Kofi Annan in our narrative? 
• Who sold Joseph, James and why?
• What kind of life did Joseph, James lead as slaves?
• What happed to change their situation? 
• What message of hope can we draw from these two stories: Joseph, James?
• What part can we play to make sure that modern slaves of cheap labour, sexual exploita-

tion and others are freed and their past experience is transformed? 
• Identify three interventions that churches and society at large can carry out so as to pro-

tect children from the risk of slavery?
• Now that you have been part of this bible study, what one thing will you commit to do so 

as to contribute to the end of slavery in our world today?



>BIBLE STUDY CREATED BY PAULO UETI
REGIONAL FACILITATOR FOR LATIN AMERICA AND THE CARRIBEAN, 
ANGLICAN ALLIANCE.
SET UP CHAIRS FOR THE CONGREGATION/GROUP IN A CIRCLE. LIGHT CANDLES AND HANG 
COLOURED CLOTHS TO CREATE ATMOSPHERE.  PLACE A POTTED PLANT OR SOME FLOWERS 
IN THE MIDDLE OF THE CIRCLE TO HELP PEOPLE THINK ABOUT ALL THAT GOD HAS CREATED.

1. Recite or sing Psalm 8 together. Pay particular attention to Verse 4 (this could be repeat-
ed after the whole Psalm is recited, or could be written on a large piece of paper to go in the 
middle of the circle for people to look at) “…what is mankind that You are mindful of them, 
human beings that You care for them?” (NIV)

2. After reciting or sing Psalm 8, the facilitator invites all to share a word or a prayer of hope 
for the world. This is done by passing a candle to one another and each person sharing when 
they receive the candle.

3. After everyone has shared his or her word, the facilitator says, “Let us pray together”: 
(where there are people who cannot read we can say line by line and repeat)

Holy Spirit,
You are the breath, give us life,

You are the salvation, heal our wounds,
You are the fire, warm our hearts,
You are the light, guide our feet.

Let all the world praise you,
Through Jesus Christ, our Saviour and Lord.

(Hildegard of Beingen (1098 - 1179))

4. Let us share in small groups or in the big group where possible. (If people need some en-
couragement to share, perhaps pass the candle again to help people to share. Alternatively, 
one person starts and then invites another person to continue.)

• What do you know about human trafficking and slavery?
• Is this something that happened only in the past (like the story of Joseph and his brothers 

in the Bible thousands of years ago), or do you know some stories that have happened in 
the present? Could you share?

• How does the understanding that God created every person “a little lower than the an-
gels and crowned them with glory and honour” impact your understanding of the value 
of humans trapped in slavery compared to how they are viewed as a commodity by their 
traffickers? How does the Word of God here (and elsewhere in the bible) challenge you to 
act to help in the fight against trafficking and slavery?

• Do you know of any initiatives you can join to help the world become a place that is free 
of trafficking and slavery?

5. PRAY THE LORD´S PRAYER TOGETHER.

6. Let us pray: share intentions and someone close the meeting with a final prayer of bless-
ing for everyone to be encouraged to get involved further in the work to end trafficking and 
slavery.



>BIBLE STUDY CREATED BY GABRIELLA RUSSO,
UK BASED ANTI-TRAFFICKING SCHOOLS & YOUTH WORK SPECIALIST.
SET OUT THREE LARGE PICTURES – ONE OF SCALES OF JUSTICE, ONE OF A HEART, AND ONE 
OF A PAIR OF SHOES – AND PUT A LARGE PIECE OF PAPER WITH VARIOUS PENS BESIDE EACH 
PICTURE.

Open study with a short prayer:

Teach us, O Lord, the way of Your statutes; 
and lead us in the path of Your commandments.
Keep our nation(s) under Your care;
and guide us in justice and truth.
O Lord, deal graciously with your servants;
teach us discernment and knowledge.
Let not the needy be forgotten; 
nor the hope of the poor be taken away.
Guide the meek in judgement;
and teach Your ways to the gentle.
Lord, remember your people; 
whom You have purchased and redeemed of old. Amen.
(CofE Litanies from www.churchofengland.org)

READ MICAH 6:8 TOGETHER.

To be read by the facilitator:
The book of Micah was written by the prophet Micah shortly before the Northern Kingdom’s 
fall in 722BC. The book was written as a warning of judgement and exile to come on both the 
Northern and Southern Kingdoms. After explaining the judgement for the wicked nations in 
chapters 1-5, Micah then declares what God requires of men.

What are some of the ways that trafficking and slavery go against God’s ways and His view of 
humankind?

In Micah 6:6-7, Micah explores possible ways to influence God. But in verse 8 there is some-
thing of a rebuke because God has already shown His people what He requires! Instead of do-
ing what they know they are supposed to do, it seems as though the people want t In Micah 
6:6-7, Micah explores possible ways to influence God. But in verse 8 there is something of a 
rebuke because God has already shown His people what He requires! Instead of doing what 
they know they are supposed to do, it seems as though the people want to do superficial 
things, like offering sacrifices, instead of deal with cahnges in their personal lives!

What are the ways you might try to influence God? Can you give examples of ways you can 
make changes that will please God instead, using Micah 6:8 as your starting point?

Think about how any changes in your personal life and/or attitudes can influence your sup-
port in the fight to eradicate trafficking and slavery.

Spend some time going through each of the three pictures and writing a commitment or a 
prayer that comes to mind on the pieces of paper next to them. If you have made a commit-
ment - make sure you stick to it!



CONCLUDING PRAYER

Facilitator: “Loving God, we thank You for hearing our prayers, feeding us with Your Word, and 
encouraging us in our meeting together.”

Response: “Take us and use us to love and serve You, and all people, in the power of Your 
Spirit and in the Name of Your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.”


